We have often liad occasion to admire the orderly form 
were happy and contented; his mind was always depressed and sad. This was more especially the case during one or two years, when his family having lost the last remnant of their fortune, came to actual want and misery, and had to undergo in consequence great privations. At Christmas, last year, he was made happy by being authorized to take the gown, which gave him lively satisfaction. . Notwithstanding his happiness, however, he was not without scruples; he asked himself, sometimes, if he was worthy of the robe with which he had been invested, and whether in that career the assistance of God would ever abandon him.
His doubts in this matter were not to be wondered at, as he was always by nature very right in his dealings towards God.
" After his attack of erysipelas, strange ideas came into his head ; he could only think of the most extraordinary things, dreaming now of immense riches, now of the supernatural power of becoming visible and invisible at will, now of changing his religion and now desiring to make himself celebrated by some great eclat.
One day he took it into his head to sell himself to Satan; and in order that the devil might find nothing to prevent his fetching him, he laid aside everything about him that had been blessed by the Church. Another day, the idea of abjuration presented itself; he thought of becoming a Protestant, feeling no more for the time the same faith in his religion that until then had always animated him.
It was under the influence of this idea that he wrote the letter found in the dormitory, and after which he hid himself in the wood closet under the staircase. Another motive partly induced this act: he wanted to do something extraordinary ; it would be very extraordinary, he thought, for a young student to write and meditate such a wonderful thing. He did not know very well why he had hidden himself in such a hole, his head was in a state of confusion and stupidity that day, in a state too extraordinary to be described, he having remained all day lying upon very irregular pieces of wood without having felt the least physical want or desire to move.
" He always took pleasure in singularities ; but latterly his ordinary taste for such things became exaggerated, he was pursued more and more by extravagant and unusual ideas.
The extraordinary pleased him above everything; ^ thus he was continually tempted to speak against religion, to speak ill of that-which was going on well in the house, and to change his religion and become Protestant: he was also often beset with a desire to kill some one, and could not get rid of it. At other times he felt an inclination to commit suicide,, to swallow poison or to allow himself to die of hunger. At There really does not exist any other fundamental motive for it than that of his monomania.
15th. The accused was not of sane mind for a long time before the murder ; he was insane on the day and at the moment of perpetrating it, not forgetting that he premeditated it for ten or twelve hours before.
1 Gth. In prison, and in the asylum, the disease evidenced, with remissions, the same characteristics, but the dominant ideas were not so strong. Some abatement resulted from treatment.
17th. An amelioration may be hoped for under a systematic and prolonged treatment of the disease, but it is doubtful whether it can be radically cured; and if cured, it is very doubtful whether a relapse must not sooner or later occur. 18th. The suggestion that the insanity of the accused is only simulated cannot be sustained; he has never simulated this malady, nor does he simulate at the present moment.
